Weird Phenomena’ 


(Average reading time: 3 minutes) 


From the (oddities) of our era: 


The banning of cockfighting and simultaneously allowing fighting sports between humans in 
most countries. The Netherlands is a suitable 'case study'. Their Public Prosecution Service 
will prosecute you for having any share in cockfighting. The judge can sentence you up 

to three (!) years in jail & give you a fine up to €20.500! The basis of the prohibition is 
understandable though (i.e., animal cruelty).? 


On the other hand, they allow you to promote and organize professional fighting events 
between humans. In fact, you can become famous and/or wealthy by participating in any of 
those contests. 


Furthermore, I noticed that even religious puritans busy themselves with (kick)boxing & free 
fighting in particular. Moreover, some go a step further by picking a side between the fighters. 
In addition, people conveniently 'sidetrack' from their own moral values, because those 
ethical standards do not correspond with the lifestyle of their favorite fighter. Hence: 


¢ drinking alcohol, 

¢ producing children out of wedlock, 

¢ serving time in jail, 

¢ sustaining extramarital relationships, 
¢ being guilty of domestic violence, 

¢ andthe likes, are silently tolerated. 


It is truly remarkable when you reflect on the apparent inconsistency & contradiction. I still 
did not figure out how such an outright discrepancy can come about. 


— 


From the oddities of our era: 
The peculiar obsession, fanaticism and partisanship with professional football.’ 


Well, I just hit a nerve there for a second. My apologies for being blatantly politically in- 
correct...On a serious note, I want to help, rather than just punching people in the stomach so 
to speak. 


Consider this: when you are watching 'the game’, you in essence spend time looking at a 
bunch of men in short pants, running after a ball to 'score'. How does engrossing oneself with 
professional football add value to one’s life? Let us objectively examine this type of 
amusement, by putting it on our metaphorical scale. 


¢ Does it increase your spirituality? 
¢ Does it make you rich(er)? 

¢ Does it make you healthier? 

¢ Does it make you smart(er)? 

¢ Does it make you strong(er)? 


¢ Does it refine your character? 
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¢ Does it enhance your bond with your loved ones? 
On the contrary; you are: 

e wasting time, 

e wasting money, 

¢ and wasting opportunities to do something fruitful. 


Likewise, you will miss out on what will really benefit you on the long term. Hence, you will 
fail to untap your potential in life. 


Other (direct) negative consequences are: 
¢ cursing the participants, 
¢ gossiping about the participants, 


¢ and/or insulting the participants. 


= 


Obviously, we do not need to be scientists of the highest order to rightfully determine, 
occupying oneself with professional football, as something: 


e harmful, 

¢ pointless, 

e trivial, 

¢ and unproductive. 


I remember how a magnificent Muslim scholar (al-‘Uthaymin‘) once concisely concluded that 
a rational-thinking person will not engage in this type of entertainment, let alone a righteous 
Muslim. 


He hit the bullseye with that conclusion! 


Faruad Yubblel 


Saturday 8 Rajab® 1442H¢® - 20 February 2021 
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stands for the Arabic word Hijrah (emigration). 


